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Six Student Teams Put their Culinary Knowledge to the Test at the Northeast 
Region Baron H. Galand Culinary Knowledge Bowl in Boston  

ST. AUGUSTINE, Fla., January 28, 2009—The American Culinary Federation (ACF), Inc., will hosts its 
Northeast Region Baron H. Galand Culinary Knowledge Bowl, sponsored by Pearson Education, at the 2009 
ACF Northeast Regional Conference, held at the Westin Boston Waterfront, Boston, Feb 7-9.  

The ACF Baron H. Galand Knowledge Bowl competitions are named in honor of past ACF National 
President Baron H. Galand, CEC, AAC, HOF, who championed junior members and encouraged them to get 
involved in their profession outside the kitchen.  

ACF knowledge bowls are open to junior culinary teams from ACF chapters, apprenticeship programs and 
accredited schools. Competition questions are drawn from five nationally published textbooks for culinary 
professionals that cover topics such as nutrition, safety and sanitation and the art of modern  
cooking. The tournament is formatted using a “Jeopardy”-style, five-by-four matrix board for games leading 
to the final round, and a five-by-five matrix board for the final round.  

This year, student teams from Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and West Virginia will go 
head-to-head for the Northeast Regional title. The winning team will compete at the national competition 
held at ACF’s national convention in Orlando, Fla., in July. Here are the Northeast Region Baron H. Galand 
Culinary Knowledge Bowl candidates:  

ACF Capital District–Central New York  
The following students from Schenectady County Community College, Schenectady, N.Y., will compete: 
Jose Arteche III, of Colonie, N.Y.; Valerie Inman, of Watervliet, N.Y; Daniel Sala, of Watervliet, N.Y; Lisa 
Valentine, of Clifton Park, N.Y.; and Evan Weissman, of Saratoga Springs, N.Y. The team is coached by 
Christopher Tanner, CEC.  

ACF Greater Baltimore Chapter The following students from Baltimore International College, Baltimore, will 
compete: Carrie Britain, of Street, Md.; Megan Cirincione, of Abingdon, Md.; Kevin Keller, of Baltimore; 
Adam Lewis, of Baltimore; and Jeffrey Lyons, of Edgewood, Md. The team is coached by Faith Kling, 
CEC.  

ACF of Greater Buffalo New York  
The following students from Erie Community College–City Campus, Buffalo, N.Y., will compete: Dennis 
Danieu, of Buffalo, N.Y.; Patrick Gadzo, of Hamburg, N.Y.; Samantha Ryan, of Buffalo, N.Y.; Alyssa  
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Schleicher, of North Tonawanda, N.Y.; and Stephen Sindon, of Buffalo, N.Y. The team is coached by 
Dorothy Johnston, CEC, CCE, AAC.  

ACF Penn Jersey Metro Chefs Association The following students from JNA Institute of Culinary Arts, 
Philadelphia, will compete: Valentina Fortuna, of Haddon Heights, N.J.; Thiago Gomes, of Philadelphia; 
Robert McKay, of Philadelphia; Michael Minkovsky, of Philadelphia; and Adrienne Rodgers, of 
Philadelphia. The team is coached by Florence Linton.  

ACF Pittsburgh Chapter  
The following students from Pennsylvania Culinary Institute, Pittsburgh, all of Pittsburgh, will compete: 
Adam Bryant; David Crawford; Valerie Diaz; Mark Hupkowicz; and Dan Pham. The team is coached by 
Mark Clink, CEC, CCE.  

ACF West Virginia Chapter  
The following students from Pierpont Community & Technical College, Fairmont, W.Va., will compete: 
Kristina Baker, of Petersburg, W.Va.; Adrienne Burnsworth, of Fairmont, W.Va.; Talia Chopyak, of 
Buckhannon, W.Va.; Stacey Dent, of Ansted, W.Va.; and Joseph Woods, of Morgantown, W.Va. The team 
is coached by Brian Floyd, CEC.  

Hundreds of chefs, cooks and foodservice professionals will attend the three-day culinary event. There will 
be educational seminars, culinary demos, networking and social functions, culinary competitions, meal 
events and more. For information, or to register to attend, visit www.acfchefs.org or call (800) 6249458.   


